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MopiBHANBbHUI aHaNi3 rPOMaACbKOI AYMKUN YYHIB i BUKNIagadiB Npo eBponencbke rpoMagsHCTBO

Ta eBponencbKy igeHTU4YHicTb y Yecbkilt i CnoBaubkinn Pecny6nikax

AHoTauif. EBponeiicbka eKOHOMIYHA Kpr3a, MirpauinHa kpusa Ta Buxig BenmkobpuTaHii 3i cknagy KpaiH-yneHis €Bponencbkoro
Coto3y € OCHOBHVIMU MPUYMHaMK, LLIO CRPUSOTE NPOosiBaM ckenTuumamy rpomagsHamy €C. JaHa poboTa Bigobpaxkae pesynsraTu
NOPIBHANIBHOrO aHani3y AyMOK Y4HIB | BUKNagadyis LWOAO NMTaHb, L0 CTOCYOTLCS EBPOMNENCHLKOro rpOMagsHCTBa Ta EBPOMNECbKOl
iIEHTMYHOCTI B OBOX OKpemo B3SATUX KpaiHax Buwerpapcekoi rpynu. JocnigxeHHs, npoBegeHe B Yecbkii Ta Cnosaubkin
Pecny6nikax B 4eTBepToMy KBapTtani 2017 poKy, B OCHOBY siKoro 6yno rnoknageHo BuoOipky 3 1973 pecrnoHAeHTiB, NoKasye, Lo
cnoBaLbKi y4Hi Ta BMKnagadi GinbLUO MIpPOK CXWUSbHI MO3UTUBHO CNpUAMATK €BPOMENChbKE MPOMaLAHCTBO Ta €BPOMENCHKY
iDEHTUYHICTb, HXK y4Hi Ta BUknagadi B Yecbkin Pecny6niui. 3rigHo 3 oTpyMaHumiy BignosigaMu y4Hi B CnoBay4uHi 6inbLUIoo Mipoto
NULLIAIOTLCS TUM, LLIO BOHW € rpomMagsHamm €sponeinicbkoro Coosy, BOHU He BUSIBNSIOTb OCOBANBOIro CKENTULUM3MY LLOAO iHiLjaTyB
€sponeiicbkoro Coto3y Ta MatoTb Binblly BNEBHEHICTb Y ManbyTHEOMY LibOrO YTBOPEHHS. Pasom i3 TUM y4yHi Ta BuKnapadi B
Yecobkilt Pecny6niui 6inbLUoio MipOIO NULLAIOTLCH YECbKOIO iEHTUYHICTIO B cknagi €sponelicbkoro Coto3y Ta fisnbHicTio Hecbkoi
Pecny6nikn sk gep>xasu-vneHa €C. Y UbOMy KOHTEKCTI, Ha AyMKY aBTOpiB AOCHiIKEHHS, iHTEHCUIKaList 3HaHb, L0 CTOCYIOTbCA
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€BPOMECbKOro rpomMagsHcTBa Ta €BponeiaMy, Mornma 6 crnpusitTni (hopMyBaHHIO MO3UTMBHOMO CTaBfIEHHS FPOMafsH [0
€BPOMNEeNCbKOl ifEHTUYHOCTI Ta YNeHCTBa B €Bponelicbkomy Cotosi. EBpONencbKuii BEKTOP B OCBITHEOMY MPOLEC € aKTyanbHUM
He TiNbKW st CTapux, ane i ons HoBUX KpaiH-4YneHiB, SiK, BNacHe, i ANa KpaiH-npeTeHaeHTiB Ha BCTyn o €sponericbkoro Cotosy.
pomapsaHCbKe BUXOBaHHA 06’€dHYE Linuin psg couianbHnx cdhep Ta ChiBBIAHOCHMX 3 HMMW OCBITHIX QUCUMMNAIH, BKOYAK04M Ti,
SIKi MatoTb 6e3nocepenHe BiAHOLLEHHS 4O EBPONEI3MY HAaBKOMMLLHBOMO CEPEenOBMILLA, 3arajibHOro MeAiiHOI, MyNbTUKYNBTYPHOT Ta
NpPodeCiliHOI OCBITY, @ TaKOXX BUBYEHHS MUTaHb, LLIO CTOCYIOTLCS CTAHOBJIEHHSI AEMOKPATIl Ta KOHCTUTYLLIOHaNbHOCTI.

Knio4oBi cnoBa: rpoMagsiHCTBO; OCBITA; ifEHTUYHICTb; EBPONEi3M; 3acobu MmacoBoi iHhopMmauii; HYecbka Pecny6nika; Cnosaubka
Pecny6nika.
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CpaBHUTENDbHDbIN aHaNM3 06LWeCTBEHHOro MHEHUS yYalmMxcs U npenogaBaTenen

KacaTeslbHO eBPONnencKoro rpa)kaaHcTBa U eBponenckom ngeHTu4HocTu B Yewckon n Cnosaukon Pecny6nmkax
AHHOTauus. EBponencknii 3KOHOMUYECKUA KPU3NC, MUTPaLMOHHBIA KPU3UC N BbIXOA BenmkobpuTaHun M3 cocTaBa CTpaH-
yneHoB EBponerickoro Coto3a ABNsoTCA OCHOBHBIMU NPUYUHAMU, CMOCOOCTBYHIOLLMMY MPOSBEHNIO CKENTULM3MA FrpaXkaaHaMm
EC. OaHHaa paboTta oTobpakaeT pesyfbTaTbl CPaBHUTENIBHOMO aHanm3a MHEHWIA yHallmMXxcst U npenogasateneil OTHOCUTENBHO
BOMPOCOB, KacaloLmXCcs eBPOMNenicKoro rpaxgaHcTsa M eBpPONEencKon WMAEHTUYHOCTM B ABYX OTAENbHO B3SATbIX CTpaHax
Boiwerpapckon rpynnel. ViccnegosaHue, noeegeHHoe B Yewwickon n Cnosaukon Pecnybnvkax B YeTBepToM KBaptane 2017 roga
Ha OCHOBaHMK BbIGOPKKU 13 1973 pecnoHaeHToB, NOKa3bIBAET, HTO CIOBALKME yYalumecs 1 npenogasaTteny B 60sbLUeN CTENEHN
pacnonoXeHbl BOCNPUHMMAaTb €BPOMNENCKOE rpaXxgaHCTBO 1 eBPOMNENCKYIO NAEHTUYHOCTb, HEXENV yYallmecs 1 npenopasartenm
B Yewckol Pecriybnvke. CornacHo nony4eHHbIM oTBeTam y4vaiumecst B CnoBakun B 60MbLUEN CTEMNeHN ropasTcs TeM, YTO OHU
SABNSAOTCA rpaxpgaHamu EBponeiickoro Coto3a, OHW He MPOoSBASIOT OCO60ro CKeNTULM3Ma MO OTHOLLEHUIO K MHULMaTMBaMm
EBponeiickoro Coto3a 1 MmetoT 60sbLUyt0 YBEPEHHOCTb B ByayLlemM gaHHoro obpasoaHus. C Opyroil CTOPOHbI yyalimecs u
npenogasatenn B Yewwckon Pecnybnuke 6Gonblue ropasaTcsi YELCKOW MAEHTUYHOCTbI0 B cocTase EBponelickoro Cotosa u
neaTenbHOCTbio Yewlckon Pecny6nmkm Kak rocygapcrtea-vneHa EC. B paHHOM KOHTeKCTe, N0 MHEHUIO aBTOPOB MCCeqoBaHns,
NHTEHCUDUKALMS 3HAHNIA, KacatoLLMXCS EBPOMNENCKOro rpaXxaaHcTea u eBponenama, Morna 6bl cnoco6¢cTBoBaTh (hOPMUPOBAHMIO
NONOXXUTENBHONO OTHOLLEHWS FpaXkAaH K eBPOMenckon WAEeHTUYHOCTM u yneHcTsy B EBponeiickom Cotose. EBponeinckuin
BEKTOP B 06pa30oBaTeNlbHOM MPOLECCE SBMSETCA aKTyaslbHbIM HE TOSIbKO OJ1A CTapblX, HO 1 AJs HOBbIX CTpaH-yneHoB EC, Kak,
COBCTBEHHO, 1 AN CTPaH-NPeTeHAEHTOB Ha BCTynneHne B EBponelickuin Coto3. paxkgaHckoe BoCnUTaHne 06bequHSAET Lenbli
PS4 coumanbHbIX cep N OTHOCSLUMXCS K HUM 06pa3oBaTenbHbIX AUCUMIIIVH, BKOYas Te, KOTOPbIe NMEKOT HEMOCPEACTBEHHOE
OTHOLLIEHUNE K EBPOMNEN3MY, OKPY>KaIoLLIEN cpefe, 06LLEMY MEANNHOMY, MYNBTUKYNBTYPHOMY, NPOdeCcCnoHansHOMY U colmanbHOMY
06pa3oBaHIio, a TaKKe N3y4eHN0 BOMPOCOB, KacatloLLUXCsl CTAHOBMEHNS AEMOKPATUN N KOHCTUTYLMOHASIbHOCTH.

KnioueBble cnoBa: rpaxxgaHCTBO; 06pas3oBaHne; UAEHTUYHOCTb; €BPONen3M; cpeactea MaccoBol MHdopmaumn; Yewlckas

Pecny6nuka; Cnoaukas Pecny6nvka.

1. Introduction

The Czechs have always shared European civilisation and
cultural values; they have been a substantial part of European
history. It is therefore no surprise that since 1993, the acces-
sion to the EU has been perceived by a majority of the Czech
population as a historic necessity, and full integration into the
EU is supported by all parliamentary parties in the Czech Re-
public [1].

After 1993, the EU has become the Czech Republic’s lar-
gest trading partner, with more than a 65% share of its foreign
trade, and EU member states are now the largest investors in
the country. The Czech Republic’s proximity to the Union is
clearly shown by the fact that the country shares the longest
part of the border with EU member states.

The Czech Republic submitted its application for mem-
bership on 23 January 1996.

In 1995, the Europe Agreement establishing an associa-
tion between the Czech Republic on the one part, and EC and
their Member States on the other part (known also as the As-
sociation Agreement) entered into force.

The accession negotiations between the Czech Repub-
lic and EU opened in March 1998 and concluded in Decem-
ber 2002. The Treaty of Accession, which defines the con-
ditions of the Czech Republic membership in the EU, was
signed in Athens on 16 April 2003. On 1 May 2004, the Czech
Republic became a full-fledged member of the EU.

Slovakia has been a full member of the European Union
for twelve years. Its integration into European structures was
conditional on major political and economic reforms.

The process of building closer relations between the Slo-
vak Republic and the European Union began in October 1993
when the Association Agreement was signed. In 1995, after

the National Council of the Slovak Republic and parlia-
ments of the EU member countries had ratified the Asso-
ciation Agreement, Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar submit-
ted the application for EU membership. The following years
were marked by concerns and objections from the European
Commission. These mostly related to the instability of Slovak
institutions and insufficient democracy [2].

However, the parliamentary elections held in 1998 marked
a turning point. The EU welcomed the election results, and the
first foreign visit of the new Prime Minister, Mikulas Dzurinda,
was to Brussels. During the negotiations with the European
Commission, Slovakia was represented by Jan Figel, the
State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

At the Helsinki summit in 1999, Slovakia was invited to
accession negotiations, and European integration became a
priority for the new Slovak government. The integration pro-
cess was accompanied by a number of political and econo-
mic changes. Reforms focused on economic issues and on
the stabilisation of democratic institutions. The Slovak Repub-
lic’s negotiations on EU accession were concluded at the Co-
penhagen summit in 2002, which set the final date for Slova-
kia and nine other countries to join the EU.

In April 2003, the European Parliament and the Council of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs approved the accession of ten coun-
tries, including Slovakia, to the European Union in 2004. The ten
candidate countries formally signed the Treaty of Accession to
the EU in Athens on 16 April 2003. The Slovak Republic was
represented by Rudolf Schuster, the President, and Mikulas
Dzurinda, the Prime Minister, who signed the Treaty. The Slovak
Repubilic joined the European Union on 1 May 2004.

In the framework of our research study, we decided to
realise the research focused on the opinion orientations
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of primary and secondary school pupils and teachers re-
garding European citizenship and European identity in two
selected countries of the Visegrad Group.

2. Methodology

Regarding the limited scope of the research study, the
authors decided to focus the Visegrad Group research sam-
ple on pupils and their teachers at primary and secondary
schools in the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. The
selection of two Visegrad Group countries as research sam-
ple was made on a basis of the assumption that these coun-
tries have similar problems, as they existed in Czechoslova-
kia, their common state in 1918-1992, as well as due to the
fact that the authors of the research come from these coun-
tries and know the local issues very well.

The main aim of this research was to conduct a compara-
tive analysis of the current public opinion on European citizen-
ship and European identity among pupils and their teachers at
selected primary and secondary schools in the Czech Repub-
lic and the Slovak Repubilic.

The secondary aim of the presented research was to ana-
lyse the current opinion of pupils and their teachers at selec-
ted primary and secondary schools in the Czech Republic on
European citizenship and European identity.

The secondary aim of the research was also to analyse
the current viewpoints on European citizenship and European
identity among pupils and their teachers at selected primary
and secondary schools in the Slovak Republic.

Another secondary aim of the presented research was to
look for the opportunities to increase citizens’ European Union
identity.

Having further planning and research suggestions in
mind, we preferred the concept of research questions to the
definition of research problems. We identified one research
question (RQ) that we developed in two other specific re-
search questions (SRQ):

RQ1: What are the current views on European
citizenship and European identity of pupils and their
teachers at selected primary and secondary schools
in the Slovak Republic?

SRQ1: How do the requesting pupils and their teachers in
the Slovak Republic identify with European citizenship?

Explanation: We believe that more than half of the re-
spondents will perceive the accession of Slovakia into the EU
as positive. This statement is based on the results of the re-
search realised by Alexander Dubcek University in Tren¢in in
2014 on a sample of university graduates. «As the EU’s grea-
test benefits, the respondents consider the abolition of border
controls, the single euro currency, the drawing of money from
the EU funds, free movement of goods and services, the pos-
sibility of studying at foreign universities, or the possibility of
working abroad» [3].

SRQ2: How satisfied are the responding pupils and their
teachers at schools in the Slovak Republic with the activities
of the European Union?

Explanation: We expect that more than half of the re-
spondents will be dissatisfied with the European Union’s ac-
tivities. As further revealed by the TnUAD research [3], the
respondents consider rising of the prices as the most signi-
ficant EU negativity.

RQ2: What are the current views on European citizen-
ship and European identity of pupils and their teachers
at selected primary and secondary schools in the Czech
Republic?

SRQ1: How do the requesting pupils and their teachers in
the Czech Republic identify with European citizenship?

Explanation: We expect that more than one half of re-
spondents will perceive the accession of the Czech Republic
into the EU as positive. This argument is based on the opinion
orientation research of the pupils and teachers of Olomouc re-
gion, which was realised by Antonin Stanek in 2007. «It is im-
portant to know that teachers and pupils are satisfied with the
Czech Republic becoming the EU member state. It is posi-
tive attitude that is a good starting point for deepening the
European dimension and education to Europeanism within the
framework of school teaching. It may also be a way to find out
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about issues related to the problems that respondents see af-
ter one year of our EU accession» [4, 135].

SRQ2: How satisfied are the requested pupils and their
teachers at schools in the Czech Republic with the activities of
the European Union?

RQ3: What are the main similarities and differences
of the opinion orientations on European citizenship and
European identity of pupils and teachers at selected
primary and secondary schools in the Czech Republic and
the Slovak Republic?

Explanation: We expect that the pupils and teachers at se-
lected primary and secondary schools in the Slovak Republic
will have a more positive attitude towards European citizen-
ship and European identity than the responding pupils and
teachers in the Czech Republic. The reason is that the Czech
people have the strongest Eurosceptic attitudes of the Viseg-
rad Group according to a recent survey of the Centre of Re-
search on Public Opinion (CVVM) [5].

The questionnaire was used as the main research method
for data collection. The questionnaire administration of was
provided by 100 experienced interviewers personally in the
field (50 in the Slovak Republic and 50 in the Czech Repub-
lic), with 100 percent return. The questionnaire consisted of
13 closed items which provided possibilities for quantitative
processing. Two types of questions were used: dichotomous
offer and simple selection [6].

The research was realised in the fourth quarter of 2017
on the research sample of 1973 respondents (1033 from the
Czech Republic and 940 from the Slovak Republic). The re-
search sample is more specified in the partial results for each
analysed country.

3. Results

3.1. Education to citizenship and Europeanism in the
Slovak Republic

The research consisted of 340 men and 598 women, with
2 respondents not mentioning their gender. Regarding the age of
the researched population, 498 respondents were 17 years old
or less, 309 respondents were 18-25 years old, 9 were between
the age of 26-35, 24 were 36-45 years old, 21 were 46-55 years
old, 9 aged 56-65, 1 aged 65 and more, and 69 respondents did
not mention their age. From the research sample, 312 respon-
dents had primary education, 388 finished secondary vocatio-
nal schools, 277 graduated from grammar schools; there were
not any conservatory graduates and 13 respondents had another
education. The respondents from the research sample came from
the region of Bratislava (32), Trnava (32), Nitra (31), Trencin (681),
Zilina (77), Banska Bystrica (4), KoSice (0) and PreSov (81); two re-
spondents did not answer where they come from.

More than one half (52%) of all respondents are either de-
finitely or quite satisfied with the fact, that the Slovak Repub-
lic has become a member of the European Union. About one-
third (32%) of the respondents are dissatisfied, with the re-
maining respondents unable to decide. For detailed informa-
tion see Figure 1.

Almost the same results were found in the answers to
the question of how satisfied the respondents are with the
Slovak Republic membership in the European Union. More
than one half of all the respondents (57%) are very or quite
satisfied with the membership of the Slovak Republic in the

Fig. 1: How satisfied are you with the fact that the Slovak
Republic has become a member of the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors



DEMOGRAPHY, WORKFORCE ECONOMY, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICY

European Union. The number of the respondents who are
quite dissatisfied (10%) and very dissatisfied (3%) decreased,
while the respondents who are neither satisfied nor dissatis-
fied (21%) increased. For more information see Figure 2.

Most of the Slovaks (45%) cannot decide whether the
membership of the Slovak Republic in the European Union is
a good or bad thing at present. 44% of the respondents con-
sider that the Slovak membership in the EU is a good thing,
while 12% of the respondents take the opposite view. For
more information see Figure 3.

More than one half of the Slovaks (62%) often or some-
times perceive themselves not only as citizens of the Slovak
Republic but also as citizens of the European Union. 25% of
the respondents cannot identify with this claim. The remaining
respondents are unable to decide (see Figure 4).

More than one half of the Slovaks (55%) are convinced
that the European Union should either definitely or rather have
a unified constitution that would be applied in all the member
states. On the contrary, a unified constitution is inadmissible
by 16% of the respondents. Almost one third of the respon-
dents (29%) are unable to decide (see Figure 5).

More than one half of the Slovaks (54%) are either very
proud or quite proud of being a citizen of the European Union.
On the contrary, almost a third of the respondents (29%) either
are not quite proud or not proud at all of being an EU citizen,
while other respondents are unable to decide (see Figure 6).

Fig. 2: How satisfied are you with the membership
of the Slovak Republic in the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 3: How do you estimate the membership
of the Slovak Republic in the European Union at present?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 4: Do you perceive yourself not only as a citizen of the
Slovak Republic but also as a citizen of the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors

The Slovaks, however, do not trust the regulations, direc-
tives and other acts of the European Union. More than one half
of the respondents (53%) either do not believe very much or
do not believe at all that the decisions of the European Union
will be in the interest of the Slovak Republic. More than one
third of the respondents (36%) either believe or quite believe
in the EU decisions (see Figure 7).

Even more Slovaks do not believe that the European Union
acts in the interests of ordinary people. More than half of the
respondents (56 %) either do not believe very much, or do not
believe at all that the decisions of the European Union will be
in the interest of the people. A third of the respondents (35%)
are of the opposite opinion. The remaining respondents are
unable to decide (see Figure 8).

3.2. Analysis of education to citizenship and Europea-
nism in the Czech Republic

The research sample consisted of 562 men and 471 wo-
men. Regarding the age of the research sample, 609 respon-
dents were 17 years old or less, 312 respondents were 18-25
years old, 41 were 26-35 years old, 16 aged 36-45, 19 aged
46-55, 6 aged 56-65, 3 aged 65 and more and 27 respondents
do not answer to this question. 678 respondents had prima-
ry education; 121 respondents finished secondary vocational
schools, 169 respondents graduated from grammar schools.
None of the respondents were conservatory graduates; 23 re-
spondents had other education and 42 were not educated.

Fig. 5: Do you think that the European Union should have
a unified constitution valid for all the member states?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 6: Do you feel proud to be a citizen
of the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 7: How much do you believe that the decisions
of the European Union will be in the interest
of the Slovak Republic?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Hubalek, T., Lincényi, M., & Stanék, A. / Economic Annals-XXI (2018), 171(5-6), 50-56

53



DEMOGRAPHY, WORKFORCE ECONOMY, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICY

The respondents from the research sample came from Olo-
mouc region (400), Pardubice region (210), South Moravian
region (155), Zlin region (155), the region of Usti nad Labem
(35) and Moravian-Silesian region (30); 48 respondents did not
specify the region they come from.

Almost three quarters (71%) of all respondents are either
very or rather satisfied that the Czech Republic has become a
member of the European Union. Less than a quarter (16%) of
the respondents are either quite dissatisfied or definitely dis-
satisfied. The rest of the respondents are unable to decide
(see Figure 9).

The number of those who are satisfied with the existence
of the Czech Republic in the European Union is lower. Not
even two thirds of the respondents (58%) are satisfied with
the membership of the Czech Republic in the European Union.
The number of the Czechs who are rather dissatisfied (11%)
and very dissatisfied (4%) remained at the same level, while
the number of the respondents who are neither satisfied nor
dissatisfied increased (23%). The others either were unable to
decide or did not answer at all (see Figure 10).

Fig. 8: How strongly do you believe
that the decisions of the European Union will be made
in the interests of people like you?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 9: How satisfied are you with the fact that the Czech
Republic has become a member of the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 10: How satisfied are you with the membership
of the Czech Republic in the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Hubalek, T., Lincényi, M., & Stanék, A. / Economic Annals-XXI (2018), 171(5-6), 50-56

54

Most of the Czechs (49%) do not know whether the mem-
bership of the Czech Republic in the European Union is cur-
rently a good or bad thing. 42% of the respondents consider
the EU membership as good, while 9% of the respondents are
of the opposite opinion. For more information see Figure 11.

More than half of the Czechs (58%) either often or some-
times feel not only as citizens of the Czech Republic but also
as citizens of the European Union. Almost a third of the re-
spondents (30%) cannot identify with this claim; the rest of
the respondents either were unable to decide or did not re-
spond (see Figure 12).

Totally, 46% of the respondents cannot imagine that the
EU would have a unified constitution. On the contrary, more
than a third of the Czechs (36%) think that the European Union
would either decide or rather have a uniform constitution that
would be applied in all member states. The rest either were not
able to decide or did not respond (see Figure 13).

More than a third of the Czechs (42%) are either very
proud or quite proud of being a European Union citizen. Ho-
wever, almost a third of the respondents (36%) are either not

Fig. 11: How do you estimate the membership
of the Czech Republic in the European Union at present?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 12: Do you perceive yourself not only as a citizen of the
Czech Republic but also as a citizen of the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 13: Do you think that the European Union should have
a unified constitution valid for all the member states?
Source: Compiled by the authors
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too proud or not proud at all of being an EU citizen. The other
respondents were not able to decide or did not respond (see
Figure 14).

The results show that the Czechs do not trust the regula-
tions, directives and other acts of the European Union. More
than one half of the respondents (59%) either do not believe
very much or do not believe at all that the decisions of the
European Union will be in the interest of the Czech Repubilic.
Not even one third of the respondents (29%) either believe or
definitely believe in the decisions of the EU, while the others
either were unable to decide or did not respond (see Figure 15).

Most of the Czechs do not believe that the European Union
acts in the interests of ordinary people. More than one half of
the respondents (62%) either do not believe very much or do
not believe at all that the European Union decisions will be in
the interest of the people. Less than a quarter of the respon-
dents (23%) have the opposite view, while the remaining re-
spondents were unable to decide f or did not respond (see
Figure 16).

4. Discussion

Regarding the first research question, we supposed that
more than half of the respondents would perceive the acces-
sion of Slovakia into the EU as positive, but not all the activi-
ties of the Slovak Republic in the EU would be considered as
positive. The high identity of the Slovak pupils and their tea-
chers with European citizenship was confirmed, since more
than one half of all the respondents (52%) are satisfied with
the Slovak Republic becoming a member of the European
Union. More than one half of the respondents (54%) are also
proud of being EU citizens, while more than one half of the re-
spondents (62%) consider themselves not only to be citizens
of the Slovak Republic but also as EU citizens. More than one
half of the respondents (55%) think that the EU should have
a unified constitution. The research did not confirm the clear
dissatisfaction of the Slovaks with the Slovak Republic in the
European Union. On the one hand, more than one half of the
respondents (56%) do not believe that the European Union is
in the interest of ordinary people, with more than one half of
the respondents (53%) not trusting the European Union’s re-
gulations, directives and other acts. On the other hand, more
than one half of the respondents (57%) are satisfied with the
membership of the Slovak Republic in the European Union,
and the Slovaks are also not sure whether the Slovak mem-
bership in the EU is good or bad thing.

Regarding the second research question, we expected that
more than one half of the respondents would perceive the ac-
cession of the Czech Republic to the EU as positive, but not
all the activities of the Czech Republic in the EU will be posi-
tively perceived. The high identity of the Czech pupils and their
teachers with European citizenship was not confirmed. On the
one hand, more than one half of all the respondents (71%) are
satisfied with the fact that the Czech Republic has become a
member of the European Union, and more than one half of the
respondents (58%) often or sometimes feel not only as citizens
of the Czech Republic, but also as citizens of the European
Union. On the other hand, less than one half of the respon-
dents (42%) are proud of being citizens of the European Union,
while up to 46% of the respondents are not. The research did
not confirm the clear dissatisfaction of the Czechs with activi-
ties of the Czech Republic in the European Union. More than
one half of the pupils and their teachers (62%) do not believe
that the European Union acts in the interest of ordinary people,
while 59% of the respondents do not believe that the decisions
of the European Union will be in the interest of the Czech Re-
public. However, 58% of the respondents are satisfied with the
Czech Republic’s activities in the European Union.

In the framework of the third research question, we as-
sume that the pupils and teachers at selected primary and
secondary schools in the Slovak Republic will be more po-
sitively orientated towards European citizenship and European
identity than the responding pupils in the Czech Republic. In
most of the researched items, there is stronger positive orien-
tation towards European citizenship and European identity of
the pupils and teachers at selected primary and secondary
schools in the Slovak Republic than in the Czech Republic.

Fig. 14: Do you feel proud to be a citizen
of the European Union?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 15: How much do you believe that
the decisions of the European Union will be in the interest
of the Czech Republic?
Source: Compiled by the authors

Fig. 16: How much do you believe that the decisions of the
European Union will be in the interest of people like you?
Source: Compiled by the authors

The exception was the satisfaction with the fact that the
Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic had become mem-
ber states of the European Union. The Czechs (71%) are more
satisfied with the fact that the Czech Republic became a
member of the European Union than the Slovaks (52%). It is
also interesting that the Czech pupils and teachers are more
satisfied with the Czech Republic’s activities in the European
Union than the responding Slovaks (57 %).

We think there is still a need to work to raise the European
Union citizens’ identity. As Kredatus mentions [7, 5], the role of
civic education is the formation of young people with the aim
to keep the continuity of the traditional values of our society, all
in accordance with the current integration processes in Europe
and the world. According to Stanek [4, 80], the European dime-
nsion in school education does not have the ambition to con-
stitute itself as a new teaching subject. Its aim is to provide
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the professional community with sufficient incentives to initiate
changes in the formal and hidden curriculum, thus ensuring the
broadening of pupils’ horizons and improving the whole system
of education. «<Education for democratic citizenship and human
rights education are the foundations and linkage of peace and
dialogue in Europe and the world of tomorrow. The issues of
conflict management, respect for diversity, intercultural aware-
ness and understanding of citizens’ rights and obligations are
fundamental topics for school institutions» [8, 75].

We believe that the Council of the European Union and
the European Commission can contribute to greater confi-
dence of the Slovaks and the Czechs by focusing on the is-
sues that are EU citizens’ priorities. We assume that a very
important role is played by the representatives of the coun-
tries in the European institutions, including the members of
the European Parliament, who should explain to the citizens
of both the Slovak Republic and the Czech Republic the po-
sition of the EU membership.

Also, it is necessary to mention the role of the mass media,
which could raise awareness of the European politics. «The me-
dia are an inherent part of the life of individuals in society. Mass
media play a key role in mediating social reality towards the per-
cipients. They exchange information and knowledge in the so-
ciety and they also disseminate values and standards» [9, 89].

The possibility of using media education in the case of citi-
zenship education becomes a frequent topic. Stanék [4, 80]
points out that when realising the European dimension, school
has no privileged position but has to actively co-operate with
other elements (families, peers, mass media, etc.) that inf-
luence pupils’ development in parallel with school education.
According to G. Cingelova [10, 60], media pedagogy becomes
irreplaceable in education, recommending using films in Civics
or Basis of Social Science teaching. |. Polakevi¢ova [11] draws
our attention to obstacles of controversial advertising appli-
cation that has a tendency to divide society opinions, as well
as open a new discussion aimed at redefining of ethics prin-
ciples. According P. Szabo [12], media and political marketing
are interconnected. The current situation proves the role of the
media and the new media for the objectives of politicians.

5. Conclusions

The sociological research of the public opinion of the pu-
pils and teachers at primary and secondary schools in the
Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic has produced the
following results.

Slovak pupils and their teachers are satisfied with the
membership of the Slovak Republic in the European Union;
they are currently aware of their European citizenship which
they are proud of and support the strengthening of the
European Union’s competencies for the future. However,
the respondents are not sure whether the Slovak Republic’s
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